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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art taken alone or in combination failed to teach or suggest means for 
transmitting bid information to the auctioneer's system, the bid information 
including bids each comprising a set identification S and a value parameter P where 
the set identification S identifies a set of items that a user proposes to transact and 
where the value parameter P specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items 
identified by S at least one of the bids including a set identification S identifying at 
least two different items and selecting means which selects bids to maximize a function 
of the value parameters P of the selected bids as recited in independent claim 87. 

The prior art taken alone or in combination failed to teach or suggest 
means for transmitting bid information to the auctioneer's system, the bid information 
including bids each comprising a set identification S and a value parameter P where 
the set identification S identifies a set of items that a user proposes to transact and 
where the value parameter P specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items 
identified by S at least one of the bids including a set identification S identifying at 
least two different items and selecting means which selects bids to maximize a function 
of the value parameters P of the selected bids subject to a constraint that the sets S 
identified by the selected bids are compatible as recited in independent claim 97. 
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The prior art taken alone or in combination failed to teach or suggest receiving 
bid related information from users and transmitting bid information for processing by a 
computer, the bid information including bids each comprising a set identification S 
and a value parameter P where the set identification S identifies a set of items that 
a user proposes to transact and where the value parameter P specifies a value 
proposed by the user for the set of items identified by Si at least one of the bids 
including a set identification S identifying at least two different items and determining at 
the computer in response to the bid information whether the auction should continue or 
terminate, the determining including selecting bids to maximize a function of the value 
parameters P of the selected bids as recited in independent claim 107. 

The prior art taken alone or in combination failed to teach or suggest receiving 
bid information from users and transmitting bid information for processing by a 
computer, the bid information including bids each comprising a set identification S 
and a value parameter P where the set identification S identifies a set of items that a 
user proposes to transact and where the value parameter P specifies a value propsed 
by the user for the set of items identified by S at least one of the bids including a set 
identification S identifying at least two different items and determining at the computer 
in response to bid information whether the auction should continue or terminate, the 
determining including selecting bids to maximize a function of the value parameters P 
of the selected bids subject to a constraint that the sets S identified by the selected 
bids are compatible as recited in independent claim 117. 
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The prior art taken alone or in combination failed to teach or suggest means for 
receiving bid information, the bid information including bids each comprising a set 
identification S and a value parameter P where the set identification S identifies a 
set of items that a user proposes to transact and where the value parameter P 
specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items identified by S. at least one 
of the bids including a set identification S identifying at least two different items and 
means at the computer for determining, based on the signals, the items to be assigned 
to users, the determining means including selecting means which selects bids to 
maximize a function of the value parameters P of the selected bids as recited in 
independent claim 127. 

The prior art taken alone or in combination failed to teach or suggest means at 
the computer for determining based on the signals, the items to be assigned to users, 
the determining means including selecting means which selects bids to maximize a 
function of the value parameters P of the selected bids subject to a constraint that the 
sets S identified by the selected bids are compatible as recited in independent claim 
137. 

The prior art taken alone or in combination failed to teach or suggest determining 
at the computer based on the signals the items to be assigned to the users, the 
determining including selected bids to maximize a function of the value parameters P 
of the selected bids as recited in independent claim 147. 

The prior art taken alone or in combination failed to teach or suggest determining 
at the computer based on the signals the items to be assigned to the users, the 
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determining including selecting bids to maximize a function of the value parameters P 
of the selected bids subject to a constraint that the sets S identified by the selected 
bids are compatible as recited in independent claim 157. 

The prior art taken alone or in combination failed to teach or suggest means for 
receiving bid related information from users and transmitting bid information for 
processing by a computer, the bid information including bids each comprising a set 
identification S where the set identification S identifies a set of items that a user 
proposes to transact at the current proposed prices, at least one of the bids including a 
set identification S identifying a set containing at least two different types of items and 
means for selecting bids to maximize a function of values of the selected bids based on 
the current proposed prices as recited in independent claim 167. 

The prior art taken alone or in combination failed to teach or suggest means for 
receiving bid related information from users and transmitting bid information for 
processing by a computer, the bid information including bids each comprising a set 
identification S where the set identification S identifies a set of items that a user 
proposes to transact at the current proposed prices, at least one of the bids including a 
set identification S identifying a set containing at least two different types of items and 
means for selecting bids to maximize a function of values of the selected bids based on 
the current proposed prices subject to a constraint that the sets S identified by the 
selected bids are compatible as recited in independent claim 174. 
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The prior art taken alone or in combination failed to teach or suggest receiving bid 
related information from users and transmitting bid information for processing by a 
computer, the bid information including bids each comprising a set identification S 
where the set identification S identifies a set of items that a user proposes to transact 
at the current proposed prices, at least one of the bids including a set identification S 
identifying a set containing at least two different types of items and selecting bids to 
maximize a function of values of the selected bids based on the current proposed prices 
as recited in independent claim 181. 

The prior art taken alone or in combination failed to teach or suggest receiving 
bid related information from at least one of said users and transmitting bid information 
for processing by a computer, the bid information including bids each comprising a set 
identification S where the set identification S identifies a set of items that the user 
proposes to transact at the current proposed prices, at least one of the bids including a 
set identification S identifying a set containing at least two different types of items and 
selecting bids to maximize a function of values of the selected bids based on the current 
proposed prices subject to a constraint that the sets S identified by the selected bids 
are compatible as recited in independent claim 188. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 


2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantzy Poinvil whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6797. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00AM to 
5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sam Sough can be reached on (571 ) 272-6799. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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